
NFPA 470: 2022 Edition, Chapter 5 Hazardous Materials/WMD 
Awareness Level Responders  

Below please find what has been previously approved by the Committee on 
Accreditation (COA) for this level of certification. This example does not take into 
consideration “Document Review”, “Portfolio”, or “Other testing methods.” 

If your agency selects completing their online Assessment Methodology Matrix (AMM) 
utilizing these test methods, our Technical Analysts may place your application under a 
COA meeting consent agenda bypassing the usual COA review. 

The spaces identified below with an “X” must be replaced with the appropriate 
cognitive test item numbers (e.g. Questions 1,4,6,7,9, etc.) or the score sheet numbers 
under Product, Psychomotor/Process methods as score sheet numbers (e.g.- SS 101, 
202, and 304, etc.). 

 
Knowledge-Based Assessments 

 
(graded after submission) 

Performance-Based Assessments 
 

(graded in real-time as they are performed) 

Section 

Cognitive 
 

(e.g. Multiple Choice, 
Short Answer, 

Discretionary Time 
with Resources) 

Product 
 

(e.g., document or 
develop a budget, 

proposal, lesson plan) 

Psychomotor 
 

(Primarily an observable 
physical task. e.g., don, 

doff) 

Process 
 

(Primarily a mental or 
verbalized task. e.g., 

inspect) 

5.2.1 Recognize and identify the hazardous materials/WMD and hazards involved in a hazardous 
materials/WMD incident, given a hazardous materials/WMD incident and approved reference sources, so that 
the presence of hazardous materials/WMD is recognized, and the materials, their hazards, and associated harm 
are identified. 

5.2.1     X 

5.2.1 (A) Requisite Knowledge.  What hazardous materials (dangerous goods internationally) and WMD are; the 
differences between hazardous materials/WMD incidents and other emergencies; definitions of hazard classes 
and divisions of hazardous materials/WMD; ways in which hazard classes and divisions are harmful to people, 
the environment, animals, and property; general routes of entry for human exposure to hazardous 
materials/WMD; sights, sounds, and odors that might indicate the presence of hazardous materials; limitations of 
using senses to determine presence of hazardous materials/WMD; indicators to the presence of hazardous 
materials including container shapes included in the ERG, NFPA 704 markings, globally harmonized system 
(GHS) markings, placards, labels, pipeline markings, other transportation markings [including UN/NA 
identification number marks, marine pollutant mark, elevated temperature (HOT) mark, commodity marking and 
inhalation mark], shipping papers and emergency response information and the person responsible for the 
shipping papers in each mode of transportation (air, highway, rail, and water), where shipping papers are found 
during emergencies and nonemergency situations in each mode of transportation, and other indicators (including 
military hazardous materials/WMD markings, special hazard communication markings, and special container 
markings); difficulties encountered in determining the specific names of hazardous materials/WMD at facilities 
and in transportation; accessing response information from the Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG) (current 
edition) using the alphabetical index of chemical names, numerical index of identification numbers, table of 
markings, labels, and placards, or container identification charts; and types of hazard information available from 



the ERG, safety data sheets (SDS), shipping papers and emergency response information, and sources for 
obtaining the names of hazardous materials/WMD at a facility. 

 

5.2.1(A)  X   

5.2.1 (B) Requisite Skills.  Recognizing indicators to the presence of hazardous materials/WMD; identifying 
hazardous materials/WMD by name, UN/NA identification number, marking/label/placard applied, or container 
shapes identified in the ERG; and using the ERG, SDS, manufacturer/shipper/carrier documents (including 
shipping papers and emergency response information) and other approved reference sources to identify 
hazardous materials/WMD and their primary hazards. 

 

5.2.1(B)  

  X 

5.3.1  Isolate the hazard area and deny entry at a hazardous materials/WMD incident, given a hazardous 
materials/WMD incident, policies and procedures, and approved reference sources, so that the hazard area is 
isolated and secured, personal safety procedures are followed, hazards are avoided or minimized, and additional 
people are not exposed to further harm. 

5.3.1     X 

5.3.1 (A) Requisite Knowledge.  Use of the ERG, SDS, shipping papers and emergency response information, or 
other approved reference sources to identify initial isolation and protective action distances, identify initial 
emergency actions (fire, spill, or leak and first aid), identify initial PPE, and identify recommended protective 
actions; the difference between the isolation distances on the orange-bordered guidebook pages and the 
protective action distances on the green-bordered ERG pages; the difference(s) between small and large spills as 
found in the Table of Initial Isolation and Protective Action Distances in the ERG or equivalent document; 
policies and procedures for isolating the hazard area and denying entry; and the purpose of and methods for 
isolating the hazard area and denying entry. 

5.3.1(A)  X   

5.3.1 (B) Requisite Skills.  Recognizing precautions for protecting responders and the public; identifying 
isolation areas, denying entry, and avoiding or minimizing hazards. 

5.3.1(B)  

  X 

5.4.1   Initiate required notifications at a hazardous materials/WMD incident, given a hazardous materials/WMD 
incident, policies and procedures, and approved communications equipment, so that the notification process is 
initiated and the necessary information is communicated. 

  

5.4.1     X 

5.4.1(A) Requisite Knowledge.  Policies and procedures for notification, reporting, and communications. 

5.4.1(A)  X   

5.4.1 (B) Requisite Skills.  Communicating in accordance with policies and procedures. 

5.4.1(B) 

  X 

 



 


